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Figure 4-7 Genetic
diversity. Variation in shell
color and banding patterns
among populations of one
species of snail found on
Caribbean islands.
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Figure 4-5 Levels of organization of matter according to size and function. This is one way scientists classify
patierns of matter found in nature.
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Figure 4-2 Our life-support system: the general structure
of the earth.
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Homeostasis: Maintenance of favorable internal

conditions in a system despite changes in external
conditions (Miller, 1994).
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Figure 4-15 Major components of a freshwater pond ecosystem
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Figure 4-18 Two types of decomposers are shelf fungi (left) and Boletus luridus mushrooms (right).
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